
The timetable below shows history of some of the major energy sources we depend
on in our country. Answer the questions that follow.

Coal was first discovered in the United States in northern
Illinois. Coal was often used in the forges by blacksmiths.

The first wind mill in the United States was constructed for
pumping water in Connecticut.

Natural gas was first used in Baltimore, Maryland, to fuel street
lamps. Natural gas was used as lighting fuel.

1673

1816

1854

Oil was first discovered in the United States in northwestern
Pennsylvania. Oil was mainly used for heating and lighting in
the form of kerosene.

1859

1882 Electricity generation through coal began and the first coal-
fired power plant in the U.S. that was developed by Thomas
Edison was built in New York City to supply electricity for
household lights.

The first hydroelectric plant in the United States was built in
Michigan to generate electricity through running water and lit
sixteen street lights.

1880

The first solar cell, generating electricity from sunlight, was
invented by Bell Labs

1954

NASA developed 13 wind turbines that can generate electricity
from wind.

1974

A reactor in Idaho succeeded in generating electricity with
nuclear power and lit four light bulbs.

1951

PROBLEM A-1 THE HISTORY OF OUR ENERGY Subtraction
(4 digits)
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1. How many years ago was nuclear power first used to generate electricity in our
country?

2. How many years difference is there between the year when oil
was first discovered in this country and the year when natural gas
was first used for street lamps?

4. How many years did it take to use wind energy for generating
electricity after the first wind mill was constructed for pumping
water?

5. How many years did it take to use coal for generating
electricity after coal was first discovered in this country?

7. How many years difference is there between when electricity
was first generated by water running and when electricity was
first generated by sunlight?

THE HISTORY OF OUR ENERGYPROBLEM A-2 Addition& Subtraction
(4 digits)

Copyright @ Blueggs Environmental Education Ltd. Think Environment in Math

6. What was invented 72 years after the electricity generation
through coal began?

3. What energy source was discovered 186 years after coal was
first discovered?



1. How many years ago was nuclear power first used to generate electricity in our
country?

2. How many years difference is there between the year when oil
was first discovered in this country and the year when natural gas
was first used for street lamps?

4. How many years did it take to use wind energy for generating
electricity after the first wind mill was constructed for pumping
water?

5. How many years did it take to use coal for generating
electricity after coal was first discovered in this country?

7. How many years difference is there between when electricity
was first generated by water running and when electricity was
first generated by sunlight?

THE HISTORY OF OUR ENERGYPROBLEM A-2 Addition& Subtraction
(4 digits)
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6. What was invented 72 years after the electricity generation
through coal began?

3. What energy source was discovered 186 years after coal was
first discovered?

Answer Key

2018 – 1951 = 67 (years)

1859 – 1816 = 43 (years)

1974 – 1854 = 120 (years)

1882 – 1673 = 209 (years)

1954 – 1880 = 74 (years)

1882 + 72 = 1954: Solar cells

1673 + 186 = 1859: Oil


